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From the Chairman of the Board -

Before Einstein could develop his theory of special relativity, he
had to imagine the speed of light...in slow motion. Change
really does begin in the imagination.

During Fiscal Year 2009, the Grand Rapids Public Museum
prepared for lasting change by reimagining itself.

We imagined a more accessible Museum with expanded evening
hours and free events.

We imagined a more collaborative Museum where decisions
about exhibitions, interpretation and building use are made in
partnership with the community.

MA” We imagined a Museum of life-long learning where educating
and delighting are one in the same.

meaningful
and |a5ting What was imagined is becoming real. Find out how as you read

through these pages and let your imagination soar.

change
starts first
Ta your Sincerely,

Imagination...” QMWW

Danny Gaydou, Chairman

- Albert Einstein,

1879-1955
Grand Rapids Public Museum Friends Foundation




- From the President and CEO

During Fiscal Year 2009, the Museum adopted a new
organizational structure, a new core purpose statement and a
new logo.

Expanded evening hours and special dinner ticket packages
during major exhibitions have made the Museum more accessible
and affordable to out-of-town guests and working families.
These changes have allowed us to branch out. We're bridging
generations with our Mighty Waurlitzer performances. We're
sharing stories and ideas with business leaders through CEO
Lunches and creating community through Twitter, Facebook

and blogs.

Our directors have a combined 68 years of experience with

the Museum, a knowledge base that lends continuity to every
endeavor. We have been fortunate this year to add new full
time staff as well: youthful innovators in education, preservation,
exhibit design and public relations.

Visitors have responded to these changes in record numbers.
Admissions rose 70% during FY09. Membership grew by 58%.

Generous donors, dedicated staff and a responsive community
have been integral to this success. | know you will see yourselves
in these pages. Thank you for your every contribution.

Sincerely,

L

Dale A. Robertson, President and CEO
Grand Rapids Public Museum

“Continuity

gives

us roots;
change
gives us
branches...”

- Pauline Kezer,
1943-




FY09 in Review

Veteran director Mary Esther Lee retires; The Grand Rapids Public Museum Friends Foundation names
Dale A. Robertson President and CEO.

A new display, memorializing the life of Apollo 1 astronaut and native son, Roger B. Chaffee, opens
in the planetarium lobby.

Snowflake Break takes a bite out of winter with discounted admission, and free activities and
carousel rides.

A Field Guide to Ethnic Groups in West Michigan, authored by Museum staff, becomes available
on Amazon.com

Months of design preparation culminate in the unveiling of a new Museum logo.
Junior detectives test their crime solving prowess at the crowd-pleasing exhibit WHODUNIT?

The popular PBS series, Antiques Roadshow, films a segment at the Grand Rapids Public Museum,
highlighting some of the pieces found in the Museum’s preeminent furniture collection.

The Museum is the recipient of a 2008 National Park Service Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) grant which funds a detailed evaluation and consultation process for all
of the Michigan Native American burials in the collection.

DINOSAURS: JUST IMAGINE! roars into town, entrancing children young and old with their
larger-than-life storybook appeal.

An updated Museum website with bright colors, easy navigation and an integrated Flickr photo
library helps guests plan the ultimate Museum visit.

Lights dim and drama unfolds during Night At Your Museum, a sell-out evening of adventure.
Engineering Week fills to capacity.

The Museum celebrates International Year of Astronomy with NASA lecturers, a Vernal Equinox
Festival, planetarium shows and 100 hours of Astronomy.

Lunch with the CEO establishes a forum where business leaders exchange ideas and share a vision
for the Museum’s future.

The Museum establishes regular Tuesday evening hours.

With school budgets challenged, Museum staffers dig deep into their own pockets to provide bus
funding for a group of inner-city fourth-graders.

The Museum is reaccredited by the American Association of Museums (AAM).
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A Fresh Perspective

Recognizing its multiple roles as an anchor institution, the
Grand Rapids Public Museum adopted a new core purpose,
mission statement and logo:

PURPOSE

The GRPM is a conservator of the past, but is in the
business of the future. With its roots as an educator, it is a
place for bridging generations, sharing stories and ideas,
and creating community.

MISSION

The Public Museum will play vital leadership and servant
roles in enhancing the lives of those in our communities.
More specifically:

B As a convener and facilitator, we will partner with and
bring institutions and individuals together in the pursuit
of insight and understanding,

B As a collector, we will preserve the treasures of the past
and present — to be used for teaching the lessons for
the future,

As a motivator, we will inspire discovery learning, and
As a resource, we will provide life-long learning, in part,

as an extension of our community’s formal educational
systems.

The Public Museum’s new
logo, a stylized representation
of the Cook Carousel Pavilion
jutting over the waves of

the Grand River, exemplifies
our new direction as an
organization while honoring
our past.
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Museum attendance increased 70% during FY09, with ticketed admissions topping 157,000. Innovative
programming, extended evening hours and exhibition excellence reeled visitors in and took FY09 numbers
off the charts.
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Membership - 58% Increase Planetarium - 30% Increase Overall Visitors - 42% Increase
FY09 4,335 FY09 64,103 FY09 265,058
FY08 2,752 FY08 49,147 FY0s 187,282

FY2009 Revenues
Donations, Grants and

Admissions and Sales 32% Earnings on Assets

Donations, Grants
and Earnings on Assets 68%

Admissions
and Sales

We depend on your individual support



Philanthropy in Action

Whether it is a rare collection of Dutch Delft or the historical
interpretation of life along the Grand River, the Museum collects
and preserves snapshots in time. This living record could not be
enjoyed or utilized without the benefits of philanthropy.

Sometimes, it is @ matter of utilizing resources for a higher

purpose, as when the Museum creates greater accessibility by bundling admission to include planetarium
shows, carousel rides and a café meal.

Other contributions from individuals, foundations and corporations:

B Create evening hours for working families, out-of-towners and millennials

B Develop diversity programming

Provide scholarships so children can experience the magic of the planetarium, participate in Native
American Days or go to engineering camp

Support free days such as the Ethnic Heritage Festival
B Provide passes to organizations that serve those struggling with illness and abuse

B Help maintain a $1.1 million heating and cooling budget that preserves and protects Museum
specimens and artifacts

B Pave the way for foster children and wards of the court to attend Front Row for the Fireworks on
the Fourth of July

In whatever amount and wherever it goes, the benefits of philanthropy are profound

FY2009 Expenses

Exhibits and Programming Exhibits and
Programming 82%
Fundraising 6%

Administration
and Operations  12%




THANK YOU

to Those Who Imagined the Next Step...

Grand Rapids
Public Museum
Friends Foundation

Danny R. Gaydou, Chair

Carol Van Andel, Vice Chair

Rich Noreen, Secretary /Treasurer

John Canepa

John Dean

Birgit M. Klohs
Donald Maine
Dale A. Robertson
Steele A. Taylor
Larry Titley
Thomas Wesholski
John Wheeler
Casey Wondergem

Kaplin Jones, Counsel

“Change
starts when

someone sees

the next
step...”

- William Drayton,

1732-1790

FY2009 Donors

Matching Gift
Companies

AT&T Foundation

Bank of America Foundation -
Matching Gifts Program

GE Foundation

Grainger

IBM International Foundation

Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation, Inc.

SoundOff Signal

$100,000+

Amway
Anonymous
The Daniel and Pamella DeVos Foundation
The Richard and Helen DeVos Foundation
Dick and Betsy DeVos Foundation
Douglas and Maria DeVos Foundation
The Meijer Foundation
Michigan Council For Arts &

Cultural Affairs
Public Museum of Grand Rapids

Friends Foundation
David and Carol Van Andel Foundation
VanderWeide Family Foundation

$25,000+

DTE Energy Foundation
Bea Idema

Irwin Seating Company
National Park Service

$10,000+

Anonymous (2)

William G. Currie Foundation
Fifth Third Bank

City of Grand Rapids

Grand Rapids Historical Society
Grand Rapids Jaycees Foundation
Howard Miller Foundation

$5,000+

AT&T

Grace Schouten Estate

Varnum, Riddering, Schmidt &
Howlett LLP

Veldheer, Long, Mackay & Bernecker
Group of Merrill Lynch

$2,500+

Anonymous

Grand Rapids Community Foundation/
Furniture Manufacturer's Advised Fund

Grand Rapids Community Foundation/
Virgil & Louise Phelps Advised Fund

Target

Marilyn Titche

X-Rite, Incorporated

$1,000+

Betz Industries

Rajene & Gregory Betz

The Brooks Family Community Fund of
The Community Foundation
of the Holland/Zeeland Area

Bill & Marilyn Crawford

DeWitt Barrels, Inc.

Henry A. Fox Sales

Bruce & Deborah Gobdel

Grand Rapids Community Foundation
Herbert Knape Advised Fund

Dick & Sandy Hansen

Dirk & Victoria Hoffius

Win & Kyle Irwin

Virgil & May Johanningsmeier

Kaplin & Lesley Jones

Kent Beverage Company

The Korff Foundation

Herb & Sharon Lantinga

Mark & Mary Beth Meijer

MSU - College of Human Medicine

John & Barbara Myaard

Notions Marketing

Roselynn Ruis

Van Dyken Mechanical, Inc.

Kay Zuris

$500+

Anonymous
Ascom, Inc
Hugh & Marilyn Barnard
Scott & Natalie Bernecker
Gregory Brown
Stephen & Eleanor Bryant
The Detter Family Foundation
Chuck & Barbara Fisk
Charles & Bette Fuller
Danny & Lou Ann Gaydou
Robert Goodrich
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and

Chippewa Indians
Ron & Nancy Hager
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians
Little Traverse Bay Bands

of Odawa Indians
Timothy & Kimberly Long
Macatawa Bank
William & Amy Mackay
Mark & Elizabeth Murray
George & Bess Orphan
Wilhelm W. & Mary A. Seeger
John & Janet Shipman
Valley City Linen
Allen & Nancy Vanderlaan
James & Mary Veldheer
Rebecca & Steve Westphal
Wolverine Building Group

$250+

Attallah & Mimi Amash
Sally & Craig Anderson
Ray & Alice Andrews
Mary Nell & Dana Baldwin
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John & Nancy Barrows

John & Carol Beernink

John & Pat Bergstrom

Stuart & Ann Berman

Karl & Patricia Betz

Mark & Catherine Bissell

George & Sibilla Boerigter

Conrad A. Bradshaw

George & Willa Brown

Helen Bull

John & Marie Canepa

Citadel Broadcasting Company

Peter Coggan & Susan Kornfield

Stephen & Mary Cohle

The Community Foundation of
the Holland/Zeeland Area -
Esther & Seymour Padnos Fund

Bill & Marjorie Darooge

David L. DeBruyn

Jolene Deluca

Mark E. Derwent & Kimberly Scott

Karilyn Frederick

Greg & Susan Golladay

Grand Rapids Community Foundation/
Leonard & Eileen Newman Advised Fund

Jack & Barbara Grooters

Rick & Carol Hackbarth

Sandra Halbert

Ulrike Hart

Paul & Peg Haviland

Doug & Rosemary Hepfer

Robert L. & Judith S. Hooker

John R. Hunting

Richard & Susan Ilka

The Honorable Nancy Johnson &
Dr. Theodore Johnson

Mary Ann Keeler

Todd Kenter

Kurt & Randy Kimball

Donald & Elizabeth Klopcic

Philip & Lillian Koning

Blake & Mary Krueger

Willard & Carolyn Larkin

Judge Benjamin Logan

Arend & Nancy Lubbers

Kate & John McGarry

Carlos L. Moreno

David Morgenstern

Ruth & Mark Oldenburg

F. Keith Oldewurtel

Bill & Karen Palmore

Peter M. & Carroll G. Perez

Virgil & Louise Phelps

Angelo & Jennifer Porcari

Quality Air

Dale A. Robertson

Melanie Rogers

Michael Rosloniec

Chuck & Stella Royce

Pamela & Paul Schweitzer

Sunny Sjaarda

Brent & Diane Slay

Marjorie C. Smith

Julie & John Stivers

Lee Strodtman

Rosalynn Stuart

Phyllis Sullivan

David & Peggy Thompson

David L. & Janice M. Thompson

Wayne & Diane Titche

Larry & Julia Titley



Kreigh & Monica Tomaszewski
Michelle & Mike Van Dyke
David & Beverly Verdier
Russ & Chris Visner

Bill & Pat Waanders

Gary & Janice Walker
Jana M. Wallace

John & Maribeth Wardrop
Thomas & Gigi Wesholski
Scott & Rebecca Wierda
Jim & Sue Williams

Susan O. Wold

Leslie & Jane Wong

Greg & Cherie Wrona

$125+

Athena Tina Afendoulis
Lisa Andersson & Richard Wood
Anonymous

Thom & Sue Arends

Don & Ellen Arlinsky
Associated Insurance Design
Carl & Claudia Bajema
Phyllis Ball

Pat & Marcia Bell

Terry & Diane Bengtson
Darlene Berghorst

John & Susan Bergin
Ronald & Helen Beuker
Flora Bishop

Mrs. John W Blodgett, Jr
Curtis & Barbara Boltman
Donna & Bill Boorstein
LaVerne & Norma Boss
Robert & Suzanne Bowman
Paul & Catherine Boyer
Karl & Darlene Braunschneider
Brian & Melinda Breslin
Marjean & Clay Brillhart
Janet Brower & Betty Nawrocki
Matt & Bethany Brown
Jennifer Bruce

Jim & Joan Buchanan
Cindy & George Buck
Charles D. Bukrey, M.D.
Chuck & Mary Jo Burpee
Chuck & Lucy Caldwell
Carol & Gary Carpenter
Clyde Carpenter

Marti Childs

Barry Christian & Nora Callow
Clear Channel Broadcasting
Dr. James U. Collins

Bill & Maxine Corder

Kevin & Mary Rose Corning
Ed & Linda Cox

Ronald J. Crislip

Mimi F. Cummings

Andy & Pam Daugavietis
Bruce & Cindy De Boer

Joy & Jim Deboer

Jeff DeGraaf

Dale & Ellen DeHaan
Edward & Ruth DeVries
Gary & Joyce DeWitt

Daniel & Kate Diedrich
Digital Tool & Die, Inc.

John & Marilyn Dooge
Michael & Nyann Dordan
Nancy L. Douglas

Steve & Margaux Drake
Donald Drooger

John & Gwen Dykhouse

Jay & Kimberly Egan

Valerie Eggert

Kenneth & Frances Ellis
Mimi Emig & Randy Winchester
Robert P. Fairman

Greg & Kathy Forzley

Patrick G. Fox

Charles & Julie Frayer
Angela Galassi

James & Betty Gillard

Anita M. Gilleo

Ken & Marilyn Goodson
Grand Valley State University
Grandville Printing Co.
Marge & Jack Greiner

Evelyn F. Grigg

Carl & Sandra Gronsman
Lynn & Harry Gubbins

Joel & Beth Gumina

Jim, Kathy, Patrick & Rob Hackett
Harvey Automotive Group
Arthur & Betsy Hasse

The Honorable Janet Haynes
Michael & Dana Hebreard
Janet C. & Robert W. Heindrichs
Jon Helmrich & Stephen Mottram
Peter C. & Rosemary Hess
Bruce & Linda Heys
Charlene & Timothy Hill
Thomas & Sharon Hilliker
Jon & Richelle Hofman

Mike & Mary Hoogerheide
Scott & Kelly Hubbard
Jennifer Huizinga

Israels Designs For Living, Inc.
Howard Jansen

Dave & Emily Jasperse

Julian & Judith Joseph

Mark & Jean Kastenholz
Jack & Joy Kennedy

Brigid Kloostra

James & Mary Krzeminski
Greg & Susan Lambert

Steve Lankfer

Sandra Last, M.D.

Donald E. Le Clair

Allan Leonard

Bill & Sharon Lettinga

Sheryl & David Livingston
Thomas H. & Anne Gerth Logan
The Honorable & Mrs. John H. Logie
Patrick J. & Debbie Lonergan
Elizabeth & Jerry Lykins
Timothy Maddox

Ernest & Lorraine Malkewitz
Jon & Mary Ann March
Betsy Barkwell Mathiesen
Judith E. McCabe

Edith McCargar

Jane & Michael McDaniels
Carl & Chris McKee

Sue & Jon McKeeby

Ron & Fran McKellar

Jane & Jim McLean

James McMaster

Doris McReynolds

Steven A. Melnyk

Diane & Hank Milanowski
Louis H. & Nancy A. Moran

Jack & Mary Morrison

Skip & Lois Moseley
Kathleen Muir

Carol & Jon Muth

Tom Neils & Stephanie Schaertel
Gordon & Christine Olson
Daniel & Patricia Ophoff
Catherine Ortman

Charles B. & Susan Ott

Brad & Judy Palmer

Karen Panavas

Chris & Joan Panopoulos
Linda Patterson

Nancy W. Peters

CS & Vicki Pimm

Larry Plank

Jim & Jan Postma

Marge & Paul Potter
Priority Health

Margaret & Owen Pyle
Bruce Quada & Pamela Wynn-Quada
Dr. Richard A. & Lee Rasmussen
Russell & Pat Reid

Mike & Linda Roberts

Milt & Barbara Rohwer
Mary & Bill Romence

Darrel & Carrie Rosen
James & Ann Rosloniec

Ron & Mary Lee Sakowski
Kurt & Pam Schabes
Donald & Phyllis Schek
Mike & Denise Schlitt

John & Judy Schneider
Mary Reagan Shapton

Dr. Tom & Barb Shaw
Martin Shedleski Family

Lee Ann Shedleski-Holmden
Richard & Carla Siegle

Jean Silbar & Dan Voorhees
Sheila & Chad Simons
George & Joan Snyder

Dr. & Mrs. Christopher H. Southwick
George Stamas

Pat & Jack Stegmeier

Rose A. Stein

Jerry & Judith Subar

Colin M. Sullivan

Gregory & Audrey Sundstrom
Gerald A. Talen

Phil Taylor

Thomas & Peggy Tepper
Lester & Cynthia Thomas
Peter Turner

Steve & Rosalind Tvedten
Geraldine M. Van Herp
Steven & Sharon Van Loon
David & Linda Vander Jagt
Lewis & Norma VanKuiken
Barbara & William Van't Hof
Sheryl & Norman Veldhoff
Carl & Shirley Verspoor
John & Cheryl Washburn
Jeffrey & Alison Weemes
Gerald & Maxine Wicke

Dr. James & Mary Wieland
Joan Wilson

Paul A. Wright

Gib, Barbara & Micah Wynn
Kurt & Sally Yost

Richard & Barbara Young
Teri Zinn

Gifts-in-Kind

Applause Catering

Patricia Briggs

Catherine Cain

The Catering Company
CompucCraft

D & D Printing Company
Disney Enterprises, Inc

The Gardening Angel Inc.
Gilmore Collection

Lynn & Timothy J. Goodwin
Grand Rapids Community Foundation
The Grand Rapids Press
Imperial Beverage

Sean Kenny

Ruth Oldenburg

One Trick Pony

Opera Grand Rapids
Preusser’s Jewelers

Rainstick Studio

Regent Broadcasting

Social Security Administration
Star 105.7

Structure Interactive

Cheryl A. & John R. Washburn
WGVU Broadcasting

Mary Sue Wood

Bob Younger

Gifts-in-Kind
to the Collection

Keith Alexis

Christian G. Carron

Jeff Dixon

Mark Dixon

Dennis Dockerty

Linda Duncan

Tracy Engles

Alexander Forist

Alvena Franzen

Jamie Freel

Grand Rapids Fire Station #1
Grand Rapids Griffins

Scott Gregory

Brandon Grove

Angela Harwood

Bea Idema

Irwin Seating Company
Patricia Knobloch

Mary Esther Lee

Steve Licata

Marilyn Merdzinski
Katherine Onufer

Theresa Riek
Shakespeariana Il

John & Carol Sindelar

Meg Sorensen

Martha Stocker

Steele Taylor

Tri-Cities Historical Museum
West Michigan Quilter’s Guild
West Michigan Whitecaps
Chuck Wiersum

Jim & Marie Wisnewski
Mary Wisnewski

Theophile & Barbara Wybrecht



By the Numbers

20 1,700

Full time staff 81 Children and families attending
the third annual GRPM Kindergarten:
Michigan counties Here | Come program
served

4,335 14,109

Volunteer hours worked
Members

70
33, 1 97 Percentage increase

Students in attendance
visiting during
school field trips

64,093

Planetarium tickets sold

2,150

Read and Connect
program participants 58

Percentage increase
in membership
1,017 2,500
Chairs in the collection Visitors attending the
52 DTE Energy Foundation

. o Ethnic Herit Festival
Chairs on exhibit at the nic Reritage Festiva

Van Andel Museum Center

157,222 511

Ticketed admissions New items accessioned to the collection







Accreditation: Anchoring Change in Continuity

From its earliest start, the Museum has held itself to the highest standards of excellence. And,
whatever alters in the Museum landscape, striving for excellence is unchanging.

In 1979, the Grand Rapids Public Museum became one of the first museums in the nation to be
accredited by the American Association of Museums (AAM). In 2009, the Museum was reaccredited
by the AAM, a high honor that is difficult to achieve. Fewer than 800 of the country’s 17,500
museums are AAM accredited. The process takes 2 1/2 years of application, self-study, site visits,
peer review and board approval.

The American Association of Museums helps to develop standards and best practices for our
nation’s museums, addressing such issues as diversity, strategic planning, governance and ethics.
Accredited museums are dedicated to ensuring that “the museum world” remains a vital part of the
American landscape.

An accredited museum, however, is more than the sum of its parts. Because the Museum is
committed to holding itself to the higher standards of professional rigor that accreditation demands,
the entire West Michigan community benefits.

Accreditation demands the Museum give voice to what matters most and to identify what makes
the Museum important, to whom it is important and to understand how it makes a difference.

In other words, accreditation helps us define the stories we tell and the ways we tell them.
And, it is in the telling of these stories that the Museum connects people with the greatest

Accredited by the
American Association
*of Museums

P
ITTTY GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC MUSEUM
& 272 Pearl Street NW e Grand Rapids, M| 49504

616.456.3977 * grmuseum.org

achievements of the human experience.

Find us on follow us on
Facebook Cwitter
at Public Museum of Grand Rapids at GRMuseum



